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4. Engaging in explicit or implicit coercive sexual behavior within the work environment which is 

used to control, influence, or affect an employeeôs career, salary, and/or work environment; 

5.   Engaging in explicit or implicit coercive sexual behavior within the educational environment 

that is used to control, influence, or affect the educational opportunities, grades, and/or 

learning environment of a student; 

6. Offering favors or educational or employment benefits, such as grades or promotions, 

favorable performance evaluations, favorable assignments, favorable duties or shifts, 

recommendations, reclassifications, etc., in exchange for sexual favors; 

7. Sexual assault or other sexual violence. 

 
There are two broad categories of sexual harassment: 
 

"Quid pro quo" sexual harassment occurs when a person in a position of authority makes 

educational or employment benefits conditional upon an individual's willingness to engage in or 

tolerate unwanted sexual conduct. 

 

"Hostile environment" sexual harassment occurs when unwelcome conduct based on a 

personôs gender that unreasonably interferes with the conditions of an individual's learning or work 

environment, unreasonably interferes with an individual's academic or work performance, or 

creates an intimidating, hostile, or abusive learning or work environment.  The victim must 

subjectively perceive the environment as hostile, and the harassment must be such that a 

reasonable person of the same gender would perceive the environment as hostile.  A single or 

isolated incident of sexual harassment may be sufficient to create a hostile environment if it is 

egregious, i.e. a sexual assault. 

 

Sexually harassing conduct can occur between people of the same or different genders.  The 

standard for determining whether conduct constitutes sexual harassment is whether a reasonable 

person of the same gender as the victim would perceive the conduct as harassment based on sex. 

 
C. Consensual Relationships 
 
Romantic or sexual relationships between supervisors and employees, or between employees and 

students are discouraged.  There is an inherent imbalance of power and potential for exploitation in 

such relationships.  A conflict of interest may arise if an employee must evaluate a studentôs or 

another employeeôs work or make decisions affecting an employee or student.  The relationship 
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may create an appearance of impropriety and lead to charges of favoritism by other students or 

employees.  A consensual sexual relationship may change, with the result that sexual conduct that 


